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1 . FOLLOWING ARE SUPPLEMENTARY TALKING POINTS TO BE DRAWN 
UPON IN EXPLAINING PRESIDENTIAL DECISION ON US ARMS SALES 
POLICY. BASIC GUIDANCE AND INSTRUCTIONS BEING SENT SEPTEL. 

2. FYI. WE EXPECT THAT GOI WILL BE INTERESTED NOT ONLY 
IN GLOBAL DIMENSION OF PRESIDENT'S NEW ARMS RESTRAINT 
POLICY AND ITS EFFECT ON INDIA (PROBABLY MARGINAL) BUT WILL 
BE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN HOW IT MAY AFFECT PAKISTAN. 

IN THESE REGARDS. YOU MAY DRAW UPON THE FOLLOWING TALKING 
POINTS WHEN BRIEFING GOI. END FYI. 

- ARMS SALES HAVE NOT BEEN A SIGNIFICANT DIMENSION OF 
OUR RELATIONS WITH INDIA, BUT THE LEVEL OF SALES, 

HISTORICALLY, WOULD NOT NECESSARILY BE A DETERMINANT FOR 
POSSIBLE FUTURE ARMS SALES TO INDIA. 

- SO FAR AS PAKISTAN IS CONCERNED, THE UNITED STATES 
WISHES TO PRESERVE A GOOD RELATIONSHIP. WE WOULD EXPECT 
ARMS TRANSFERS TO BE ONE DIMENSION OF SUCH A RELATIONSHIP. 
(FYI: UNDER THE NEW POLICY, CENTO IS NOT CONSIDERED AN 
ALLIANCE IN THE SAME SENSE AS NATO AND ANZUS. END FYI. ) 

- WE HAVE PURSUED AN ARMS TRANSFER POLICY IN THE SUB 
CONTINENT THAT WOULD NOT UPSET THE MILITARY EQUATION NOR 
MAKE US A MAJOR SUPPLIER TO THE REGION. THIS CONTINUES 

TO BE OUR POLICY. 

- OUR SOUTH ASIA APPROACH UNDER THE NEW GLOBAL ARMS 
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POLICY CONTINUES TO BE ONE OF NOT DISTURBING THE PROCESS 
OF REGIONAL NORMALIZATION. 

3. FYI. YOU SHOULD NOT RAISE THE QUESTION OF SOVIET 
ARMS SUPPLIES TO THE SUBCONTINENT, BUT IF ASKED 
MAY NOTE THAT WE WILL BE INFORMING THE USSR ABOUT 
OUR NEW POLICY AND THAT A US-SOVIET WORKING GROUP 
ESTABLISHED BY THE TALKS IN MOSCOW IN MARCH WILL DEAL 
SPECIFICALLY WITH CONVENTIONAL ARMS SALES. END FYI. 

4. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND THESE POINTS IN RESPONDING 
TO ANY QUESTIONS ON THE DETAILED APPLICATION OF THE ARMS 
POLICY TO THE SUBCONTINENT. HOWEVER, EMBASSY MAY DRAW 
UPON GUIDANCE PROVIDED IN REFTELS IN OFFERING GENERAL 
REPLIES TO GOI QUERIES ABOUT THE BROADER POLICY. CHRISTOPHER 
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